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P. Crapon de Caprona.Le Coran, aux sources de la parole
oraculaire : structures rythmiques des sourates mecquoises, Paris
(Collection Arabiyya), Publications orientalistes de France, 1981.
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Rhythmic Structures in the Interludes of

Meccan Surahs

A Study of Acoustic Effect and Artstic Role
Abstract

This is an applied study of the Quranic rhythm with its intonation
and artistic effect (aesthetic and affective), which tackles the rhythmic
pattern of the sounds of breaks of the Quranic Surahs of Al-Qamar (the
Moon), Al-Qaria (The Calamity) , Al-Haqqah (The Inevitable Hour), Al-
Ghashiya (the overwhelming Event), and Al-Qariaah (The Day of Noise and
Clamour ). All those Meccan Surahs have the following distinctive rhythmic
characteristics:

1- They have rhythmic structures at their verses breaks which
produce a type of Quranic rhythm that, thanks to its artistic effect, reach
the apex of phonemic miracle. The Quranic rhythm does not only play an
aesthetic role, but also a spiritual one, speaking to the minds, hearts and
souls, so that no one listens to those Meccan Surahs without their emotions
and feelings being greatly moved. The rhythmic pattern is so captivating
that it invites reciters and listeners into further experiencing of its beauty.

2- The Quranic rhythm at the breaks of those Meccan Surahs is
found to be a technical necessity dictated by the legislative text at the early
beginning of the revelation period of the Quran in Makkah, as it is needed
to have ears and hearts contemplate and taste it, which did the Islamic
propagation further boost allowing human souls to attend to the heavenly
words.

¥- The rhythmic structures latent at the breaks of the Meccan

Surahs explain to us an aspect of the enchanting sweetness of the Quran
that astonished the old eloquent rabs even without them articulating the
reason.

Descriptors:

The rhythmic structures latent -rhythm— Quran
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