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Cultural change and belief in the saints 

“Research in religious anthropology” 

Abstract:

This study starts from a basic issue, which is how the phenomenon of 

the guardians ’belief in its performance of its functions and the rituals 

associated with it continues, revealing the changes that have occurred to it 

through cultural change processes such as adding, disappearing, or 

modifying cultural elements to achieve integration and adaptation, and the 

phenomenon becomes more appropriate to the living reality. The study aims 

to identify the participants of the saints and the reasons for their 

sanctification, the changes that occurred in the practices of the shrines and 

the people's perception of the dignities of the saints, the virtual encounters 

with the saints in the invisible world, and therelationship between the 

temporal and spatial dimensions of the reverence of the saints and daily life. 

The study is based on the contributions of Clifford Gertz in the symbolic 

direction, and the hypothetical and realistic approach, and the study relies 

in its methodological aspect on the case study methodology, the 

anthropological approach, and the approach of analyzing the content of 

dreams. The study revealed the existence of factors that led to an increase in 

the number of shrines visitors, and others that led to a decrease in the 

number of those who visited and celebrated, and at the same time led to a 

change in some elements of the phenomenon due to the processes of 

transmission, addition and disappearance, and this is in addition to the 

connection of the developing visions with the dignities of the saints and the 

temporal and spatial dimension of the practices of the shrines and daily life 

For those who hesitated to it. 

Descriptors:    Cultural change- Belief in saints- Shrines- Virtual, and 

Real 
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