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Woman Between Honour and Inferiority in Turkish
Literature

( Namik Kemal's novel Intibah as an example)

Abstract

After the issuance of the Tanzimat Decree in 1839, profound changes
occurred in the patterns of life, and new cultures emerged. The Tanzimat
Decree, issued by the Ottoman state, was a significant shift in the social and
cultural structure of Turkey, as Western influence began to affect the way of
life, leading to the emergence of new human patterns in society. The novel
"Intibah™ or ""Ala Bek Serkdzishti Havayder is one of the most prominent
literary works that reflects these transformations. The novel focuses on the
physical and moral traits of its characters, who represent these new patterns
beginning to form during that era. The novel also addresses the most
prominent social issues that Namuk Kemal tried to tackle, namely the
challenges faced by Turkish women as a result of being influenced by the
Western way of life. In the novel, the character Mahbeker represents the bad
woman, while Delashop embodies the good (ideal) woman. Despite
Mahbeker's external beauty, she suffers from deep moral corruption, where
her attractive appearance hides her true ugliness and wickedness. In
contrast, Delashop embodies idealism, as her true beauty lies in her
character, and her most prominent trait is sincerity. Through this novel,
Namik Kemal sends a message to the youth that true beauty is not manifested
in external appearance, but in essence, thus promoting moral values. The
research presented evidence translated into Arabic, which was included in
the body of the text, while the Ottoman texts were placed in the footnotes..

Discriptos:

Turkish novel, Namik Kemal, Intibah, virtue and vice in Turkish literature.
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