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Abstract:

During the 1919 Egyptian revolution, specifically in December 11, 1919, the
British occupation military for cesattacked the Al-Azhar mosque and broke into,
claiming they are perusing demonstrators that hiding in. Al-Azhar mosque was the
center of the Revolution, where demonstration sused to start from, calling for freedom
and complete in dependence

Students, scholars, and shiakhs of Al-Azhar stood bravely and strongly against
this raid rejecting, and did not submit to the demands of Sultan Fuad and Cabinet to
calm down and limit the role of Al-Azhar in education only, away from the national

and political matters.

Al-Azhar has been supported by the public stance; where people announced
their rejection to the accident of attacking Al-Azhar beside the freedom and
independence demands; that forced the British occupation of Egypt and London to

apologies.
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Apparently, the Al-Azhar Attack hasincreasedpublic support to

the1919revolution, which succeeded to be part of the Egyptian independence.

Descriptors: ~ @rgument, demonstration, logic,
Indirect proof, fallacy, self — contradiction.
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SECRET.

BRITISH EMPIRE REPORT.

No. 7. Z2nd December 1919.
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Crown Colonies, Protectorates, &ec.
Aden.-—Colonel Jacob's Mission. The Imam and Dhala.
Egypt.—Al Azhar and Independence. Trouble with Students.

Sudan.—Trouble with the Aliab tribe.
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- EGYPT.
Al Azhar and Independence.—On 18th December Tord Allenby telegraphed
i No. 1727] as follows :— e llector of Al Azhar, the Ulenia, and the members of the

igh Council of AT Azbar addressed a letter to me which contains the following
sentences :— o
(1) The IEgyptian nation has agreed to uphold (? accept)ing complete indepea-
ence, which is a legitimate claim, and has insisted upon continuing to
claim it by all fair means, but the British Government does not show any
inclination to acknowledge this claim.

(23 The undersigned Ulemas of Al Azhar and members of its High Council find

t the only way for peace (? and) coming to goord terms, and for (? the
mutual) advantage of either side is that the British Govermment should
fulfil their promises and anncunce the complete independence of this
country. = 2

An identic letter has been sent to the Sultan and the Prime Minister, and bhas also
been ublished in the Press. I saw the Sultan yesterday and, after consultation
with the I’rime Minister, His Highness has to-day seen the religious heads of Al Azhar
and admonished them in the following sense : —

Their part is to give instruction, above all in religicus matters, and therefore
they should not intervene in political questions or anything which could disturb the
public peace. - His Highness disapproves of the course which they have adopted of
late.

Trouble witle Students.—On 12th Decemiber Lord Allenby reported [No. 170Z] as
follows :— Yesterday, owing to a small demonstration of students, molesting some
native merchants near Al Azhar University who refused to close their shops,
25 British troops were sent to assist the police. They were stoned on arrival, and the
students retreated within Al Azhar and stoned the soldiers from ivside. A few
soldiers entered Az Azhar, but were scon recalled. IExcept for the entry of the
soldiers into Al Azhar, the incident is unimportant, but it is possible some attempt
may be made to exploit it politically.
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